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10 DE JANEIRO, re' o da
zlia, na'ro, brazil, the city
on the "most magnificent
harbor in the world," is
the capital of the repub-
lic and the second largest
city of South America. It
is situated on the west side
of the Bay of Rio de Ja-
neiro, 5,204: miles from
London, 4,748 miles from
New York and 5,160 miles
from New Orleans. The
bay is surrounded by
mountains whose sides are
covered with verdure, and
this setting gives the city
a remarkably picturesque
site. The city extends along the bay for about
fifteen miles, and a number of spurs of the
mountains enter within its limits. Like most
Spanish cities, it contains a number of
squares, or plazas, around which the impor-
tant buildings are grouped. The chief of
these is surrounded by the city hall, the Sen-
ate house, the mint and other public build-
ings, and it is near the imperial palace for-
merly occupied by the emperor. In the older
part of the town the streets are narrow and
irregular. This is the commercial section
and contains the most important buildings,
such as the customhouse, the postoffice, the
exchange, the Hospital of Santa Casa da
Misericordia, the National Academy of Fine
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Arts, the museum and the polytechnic insti-
tute. The public arsenal and theaters are also
in this section. The leading educational in-
stitutions include the military and naval
 schools, the Hydrographie Institute, historical
and geographical societies, the national li-
brary, with over 300,000 volumes and many
manuscripts, numerous schools of medicine
and surgery and a national conservatory of
music. Since the latter part of the nineteenth
century, Rio de Janeiro has been transformed
from a typical South American city, closely
resembling the towns of the Old World,
into a modern American city with all up-to-
date conveniences. The streets are broad and
well-paved; a boulevard has been constructed
along the bay at an expense of $17,000,000;
the entrance to the harbor has been deep-
ened so that the largest ships now anchor at
the numerous piers; magnificent public
buildings have been erected, and Sugar Loaf,
one of the mountains at the entrance of the
bay, has been connected with the city by an
aerial trolley.
Rio de Janeiro is one of the chief commer-
cial ports of South America and is noted for
its shipments of coffee, which exceed those of
any other city. It has regular steamship
communication with the leading ports of the
United States and Europe. It is also con-
nected by railway with surrounding towns
and the rich agricultural districts in its im-
mediate vicinity. The manufactures are com-
paratively unimportant. Chief among them
are textiles and flour and grist Tnill products;
these are consumed largely at home.
The place was first settled by the French
in 1555, but two years later they were dispos-
sessed by the Portuguese, who in 1567 found-
ed the city. In 1640 it was captured by the
Dutch, and about 1750 it became the capital
of Brazil. From 1808 to 1821 it was the resi-
dence of the king of Portugal. Population,
1,157,873 (census, September, 1920).
BIO BE LA PLATA, pldh'tafa, an estuary
formed by the Parana and Uruguay rivers
in South America, is really a broad arm of
the sea extending inland between Argentina
and Uruguay for more than 200 miles. It is
143 miles wide at its mouth and discharges
a volume of water next to that of the Amazon.
The rivers bring down large quantities of silt,
and the estuary is gradually filling up. It
has a strong current, and shoals and narrows
are constantly forming-, making navigation
difficult and dangerous. The best harbors are
those at Montevideo, Buenos Aires and La
Plata. The estuary was discovered by Diaz
de Solis in 1516, and given its name, "which
means silver rwer} by Sebastian Cabot

